NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST PHASE
letter, offering his services, and asking a comma*a<
in the army from me, which that
did not make known until two days after his
tion/   I observed that Talleyrand, by his culpa"bl<
concealment of the letter, was virtually guilty of   "
death of the Duke.   'Talleyrand/ replied
' is a briccone, capable of any crime.;"
Two months later, in March, O'Meara mentions  "t< Napoleon that a book has been published respecting him, by Warden, which was exciting great inter The book had not then arrived, but there were tracts from it in the newspapers.   Napoleon sits to read the newspapers, asks the explanation of few passages, and at once inquires what Warden said of the affair of the Due d'Enghien.    " I replied that he asserted that Talleyrand had detained    J0 letter from the Duke for a considerable time aftei his execution, and that he attributed his death  tc Talleyrand.    'Di questo non c'd dubbio' (of this there is no doubt), replied Napoleon."   Later in the mon tli Napoleon   reiterates  this   statement  to   O'Mearm-"When he (the Due d'Enghien) arrived at StraK-burg, he wrote a letter to me in which he offeroc! to discover everything if pardon were granted  to him, said that his family had lost  their claims for a long time, and concluded by offering his services to me.   The letter was delivered to Talleyrand,, who concealed it until after his execution."    Thin seems succinct enough, but O'Meara wished to mal-ce assurance doubly sure.   So in April he "asked Napoleon again, as I was anxious to put the matter beyond a doubt, whether, if Talleyrand had delivered the Due d'Enghien's letter in time to him, he would have pardoned the writer.   He replied, ' It is profo-
16e Duke had written a
